



ZELTWEG – AIRPOWER ‘03 27 –28 JUNE

   Whilst most UK enthusiasts used the last weekend of June to attend the Waddington show, a seemingly similar number made the rather longer trek to Austria for “Airpower 03” .This large international show  organized jointly by the Austrian Air Force, Styrian Province and the Red Bull drink company is now  set to become a bi-ennial event. The 2 day show took place on  Friday 27th and Saturday 28th allowing the more intrepid (mad!?) enthusiast to fly home and make it to Waddo on the Sunday (like we did!) It would appear that the vast majority of the local population attended, the free entrance and warm weather (albeit with torrential thundery showers on the Friday) contributed to the swelling of the crowd to 250,000. Zeltweg-Hinterstoisser military airfield is located in the south of the country surrounded by impressive scenery, some 40 miles/65km from the Slovenian border. It has the dubious distinction of having the smallest European runway (only some 5249’/1600m in length) regularly used by military combat aircraft, being home to 1 Staffel of Fliegerregiment 2 flying J35OE Drakens. The Fliegerschule equipped with the Pilatus PC7 (locally called Viper) is also based here but these trainers can obviously cope with the lack of runway length far easier than 12ton, 1960s vintage, mach 2 afterburning fighters! The lack of facilities certainly didn’t cause lack of participation- some 17 nations contributed aircraft to the event, the host nation exhibited just about everything in its small but varied inventory including recently delivered S70 Blackhawks and a single static ex RAF C130K. Along with civilian operators some 220 aircraft were directly involved either in the static display or extensive flying programme. Highlights of the former included special scheme Pilatus PC6, PC7 and OH58 from the home team,2 CF188B s displaying Clean Hunter exercise badges, an Irish Air Corps Beech King Air, SFOR marked Slovenian AB412, JA37 Viggen, German 2 seat Mig 29, “Blue Lightning” special scheme Tornado (which flew to Waddington late on Saturday), Polish Air Force Sokol and Slovakian Mil24 and Mil17 helos. The only notable absentee from the advertised static list was a Croation Air Force Mig21 which would have proved to be a highly valuable prize to the enthusiasts. Unfortunately for photographers, the static  was largely impossible to shoot , being closely barriered, wing(or rotor) tip to tip and with the huge crowd on both sides. Happily, the exact opposite could be said for the flying display , with a taxiway used by aircraft returning to the flight lines and runway and flying activities close enough for good shots. Added to this, the sun was behind the crowd for most of the day and the Seckauer alps range acts as a superlative backdrop. Flying began promptly at 9am with Alouette IIIs parading flags, joined immediately by 6 Drakens performing a series of formation maneuvers and  a final opposition splitting break. The flying continued for some scheduled 10 hours! , although due to weather problems and the Frecce Tricolori having to loose one of it’s aircraft due to a as yet unclarified mishap, flying on the Friday didn’t end until well after 8pm.The flying display was so long due to there being some 9 actual aerobatic teams boosted by 6-ship displays by Drakens, Saab 105s and Blackhawks. Further to this a Red Bull Air Race comprising 6 assorted Extras and Sukhois racing individually around some inflatable pylons became rapidly tedious and as usual for photographers, took up hours of valuable sunshine! Just for the record the teams comprised the Red Arrows (Friday only), Patrouille Suisse, Patrouille de France (Sat only), Il Frecce Tricolori (Friday only),Turkish Stars (with support C130 in team colours in the static), Patrulla Aguilla, Breitling Eagles, Red Bull team and Team 2000 comprising 4 Saab 91 Safirs. Of these, The 4  Zlin 50LX of the Red Bull team proved quite outstanding, their display spending more time inverted and performing negative G than upright, positive maneuvers. They made the Breitling Eagles look very tame, given as they  fly one the world’s newest,most capable aerobatic machines in the shape of 4 Sukhoi SU29s  and a solo SU31. We’ve all seen the hovering, cobras and convention-defying antics of these growling radial beasts but the Eagles display could have been flown by much lesser impressive aircraft. The remainder of the flying included a battle assault demo by 9 AB212, 4 minigun armed OH58 and the aforementioned Blackhawks. Other items included a rare appearance by an Airbus A300-608ST Beluga, Austrian and Dutch PC7, Slovenian PC9, Swedish C130, Swiss AS532UL Cougar,Saab 105 and Italian G222 and MB339CD. Fast jets comprised the superb but perhaps the last, pending retirement solo Draken display, Dutch F16, RN Sea Harrier and not surprisingly the Italian Eurofighter and Red Bull Sea Vixen, which I think is awful in that scheme! Funfair type paint jobs and OTT commercial advertising slogans belong on Zlins, Extras, Pitts Specials etc etc, not unique examples of Britain’s once world beating aviation industry and the Royal Navy’s distinguished carrier-borne history. I’d rather see it grounded and preserved in its original drone or naval colours than paraded around like a cheap, tacky circus act. Any way that’s my opinion and I will now step down from my lofty soap box!! A notable extra provided by the German Navy was two Tornados flying a buddy-buddy refueling flypast prior to the solo display – what a novel idea- more please!  A very sad event took place on the Saturday with the last official Swedish Air Force Viggen display. The specially marked 37447 of  2 Jaktflygdivision /F16 blasted wonderfully around the skies and on Friday gave mother nature some competition during a quite fierce storm – thunderbolt and thunderclap trying to out do each other in the noise stakes! Historics included a Fokker Dr1 replica,PT17 Kaydet, P51, ex Swiss Air Force Venom  and Red Bull’s own B25J and F4U-4 Corsair. Even older types were represented by a Bleriot replica and a similar vintage Pischof  Autoplan replica, Austria’s first aircraft type. Austria’s current aircraft industry was represented by a DA24 Twin Star, a light twin powered by diesel engines. Red Bull’s Alpha Jet provided a nice solo display, but oh those colours!!, a Fielser Storch, Dornier 27 and PC6 tried to out do each other in the (very) short take off and landing category. An oddity that should imminently make its first flight was the MAL-04. This is an “aircraft” using a (wait for it) converted F4 Phantom drop tank as a fuselage!! It remained ground borne drawing much curiosity from everyone. All in all an excellent show aided by a very attractive and informative web site and superb organisation for the visiting crowds and crews, heres to 2005!

With thanks to the Airpower press team

BIERSET – BELGIAN HELI DAYS 2003 

There was an uncanny sense of déjà vu at this years event, held over the weekend of 31 May – 1 June when compared to last years. Superb sunny weather, an excellent  selection of helicopters and a well-organised yet relaxed atmosphere were all in evidence once again. Even some of the helicopters were the same – Austrian special scheme Kiowa, Hungarian Hip, Congolese Air Force Mil 26 (coutesy of Skytech), Polish Navy Mil 14 (albeit with added shark mouth markings) and Polish Air Force W3 Sokol, but also plenty of equally new and rare types of interest to the visitor. In all some 90 military and civilian helicopters from 14 nations  attended, with a mere sprinkling of fixed wing types such as based Islanders, Air Force SIAI SF260s and Dutch historic Beaver and Piper Cubs. The advertised French Army TBM700 failed to show , as did the Slovenian AB412, but that was it for “drop-outs”.

On the rare/new list were a RAF Twin Squirrel, German Army EC135, 2 Norwegian AB412 Arapaho (showing just how dull and boring military aircraft can get!), French Customs AS355 Ecuriel, 2 Italian Air Force NH500E, French Navy AS365 Dauphin and SA321G Super Frelon (soon to retire) and a well equipped NH90 mock up. Accompanying the Hungarian Mil 8, 2 Mil17s were sent from the Slovakian Air Force’s  3VlK one in a striking SFOR hi-viz camo and a single Czech example from 33zVL . A definite highlight was the attendance of no less than four Mil 24 Hinds – 2 each from the Czech and Slovak Air Forces, one of each flew a solo routine with smoke and flares used to good effect. Mores the pity that the Hungarian Hind withdrew from the attendance list some weeks prior to the event. The flying comprised a Belgian A109, Islander, Sea King  and Alouette II,RN Merlin and Lynx pair, aerobatic German Army BO105 and SAR UH1D, aforementioned Czech and Slovak Mil 24s, and French Navy Dauphin and Frelon . As in previous years, everything flew twice each day. Yet again , superb spotters day facilities were set up on the Friday and Monday as well as the two show days to ensure arrivals and departures could be witnessed. Similarly the web site was very informative and constantly kept up to date. Another excellent event and one that deserves continued success.

With thanks to Patrick Wauters and all at the Belgian Heli-Days  press team

FLORENNES RECCE MEET & SPOTTERS DAY

This, the second of what would now appear to be an annual event was organized by the Air Component of the Belgian Ministry of Defence (aka Belgian Air Force) 1 Squadron. Flying F16AMs, the unit now has the reconnaissance role added to its already multi-role capability, using THALES/SABCA  Modular Recce Pods (MRPs). The aim of the week long meet is to improve and develop tactics and inter-operability between recce units of NATO and its allies. This year also sees the 85th anniversary of 1 Squadron giving ample opportunity to splash some paint on one of it’s aircraft. All of the visiting units flew in a daily , one mission package lasting about an hour and a half, only the more strategic Mirage IVP doing his “own thing”. However, as usual the weather caused a few problems, leading to the cancellation of Wednesday’s flying. As is the norm with many European exercises, enthusiasts were welcomed onto the base on Thursday 31 July for a ”spotters day” – such a refreshing change to what we’re used to over here! For 20 euros a full days entertainment was laid on, including full ramp access, photography for runway/flying activities, a carrier bag of “freebies”, terminating in the recce meet party which went on until midnight! With superb weather and equally superb aircraft this really was an excellent event – full marks to the organising team. Conversely “nil point” to the spotters who caused concern by ranting incoherently to anyone who stepped anywhere near to the aircraft they were shooting- even children and families were subject to this tirade of abuse – a bit pathetic really! A full list is included of participating aircraft but the attraction for many was that several types involved will not be around for too much longer. The Swiss Air Force sent 3 Mirage IIIRS (including the 2 “specials” as at RIAT), French Air Force provided 2 Jaguar A’s and a single Mirage IVP, and the Swedish Air Force contribution was 3 AJSF 37 Viggens, albeit in the grey scheme. The remainder was made up by more “youthful” types; 4 Mirage F1CRs, 2 Spanish EF18A+, 2 AMX (including the superb Red Dragon special, first seen in 2001), 2 unmarked Italian Tornados, further Tornado pairs from the German Air Force and Navy and 4 RAF Jaguars. Surprise visitors were 2 Portuguese Alpha Jets with absolutely no recce capability at all! – perhaps just observing or along for the party! Home team 1 Squadron painted the tail of FA-112 for the meet and 85th anniversary and also FA-47 was still resplendent with it’s Stingers tail markings . 350 Squadron also still had FA-71 with it’s anniversary blue fin, the standard of artwork was once again outstanding. The mission on the Thursday provided photographers with excellent taxiing opportunities as well as take off and landing run action to accompany the static ramp shots. All of the aircraft on their return from the mission performed low overshoots for the masses – some more sprightly and with more gusto than others! I’m sure many will not forget the cracking beat ups by RAF Jaguars, based F16s and German Air Force Tornados. A much-appreciated flyby was provided by the Mirage IVP and home based F16s – the big delta then gracefully breaking into the circuit for the benefit of photographers. If all this wasn’t enough, several units provided special scheme aircraft for the spotters day.ER02.033 provided a superb red and white Mirage F1CR and EC01.007 sent the 30 anniversary Jaguar- a real bonus! Not unexpectedly, AKG 51’s tiger Tornado turned up. The Belgians also flew an F16 solo along with the display scheme Alpha Jet and Magister, with these paint jobs, no less than 11 special schemes were present - that’s some 25% of the aircraft involved! To complete the picture, local Alpha Jets performed fly throughs, Swedish and Belgian Hercs visited and Army Alouette IIs flew liaison flights. This was indeed a superb value for money day and very highly recommended for next year!

With thanks to 1 squadron and all crews involved  at Florennes.
SLIDES

ZELTWEG (Z)

1. PC 6B TURBO PORTER, 3G-EH 4Flachenstaffel/Fliegerregiment 1, Austrian Air Force 

2. BEECH 350 KING AIR 200MR, 240 102SQN/1 OPS WING Irish Air Corps

3. FIAT G46, 3A-BB Gate guard Austrian Air Force

4. CESSNA O1E BIRD DOG,  3A-CO Preserved, Austrian Air Force

5. ALPHA JET A,  D-IADM  “Red Bull” Privately Owned

6. F4U-4 CORSAIR, OE-EAS “BR-37”  Red Bull, Privately owned

7. C130E,  12-13187,  222FILO /Turkish Stars Turkish Air Force

8. TYPHOON, MMX603/345,  Italian Air Force/ EFA consortium (X3)

9. AS532UL COUGAR, T-339, Fliegerregiment 4, Swiss Air Force

10. F16AM, J-063, 322SQN 60 years anniv fin, Royal Netherlands Air Force

11. A300-608ST BELUGA, F-GSTD/4  Airbus Industrie (X2)

12. PILATUS PC9M, L9-62, 15 BVL, Slovene Republic Army

13. P51D, 463684/SX-B, Privately Owned

14. TP84 (C130H), 84003/843, 3 Division/F7,  Swedish Air Force

15. DH VENOM FB50, J-1630/HB-RVA, Privately owned

16. MAL 04, Privately owned

17. JA37 VIGGEN, 37411/11, 2Jachtdivision /F16, Special scheme, Swedish Air Force (X2)

18. F5A/B TURKISH STARS 134FILO/3nciAJU, Turkish Air Force (X6)

19. OH58B KIOWA, 3C-OK, 3 Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 125th anniv scheme, Austrian AF

20. TORNADO 45+47 & 45+36, MFG2 German Navy

21. J35OE DRAKEN 08, 1 Staffel/Fliegerregiment 2 display scheme, Austrian AF

22. J35OE DRAKEN 06, Fliegerregiment 2 ,Austrian AF

23. J35OE DRAKEN 11, Fliegerregiment 2 ,Austrian AF

24. J35OE DRAKEN 18, Fliegerregiment 2 ,Austrian AF

25. 6X  J35OE DRAKEN, Fliegerregiment 2 ,Austrian AF

26. J35OE DRAKEN 25, Preserved Fliegerregiment 2 ,Austrian AF

27. AB212 5D-HR, 2 Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 3, Austrian AF

28. AB212 5D-HN, 2 Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 3, Austrian AF

29. ASSAULT DEMO – OH58s, S70s, AB212s Austrian AF

30. OH58B,3C-OI, 3 Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 1, Austrian AF

31. OH58B,3C-OG, 3 Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 1, Austrian AF

32. 6X SAAB 105OE, 3 Dussenstaffel/Fliegerregiment 3, Austrian AF

33. ZLIN 50LX  x 4, Red Bull Team, Privately owned (X2)

34. SAAB 91D SAFIR x4, Team 2000, Privately owned

35. ALOUETTE III, 3E-KB  1Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 2, Austrian AF

36. ALOUETTE III, 3E-KI  1Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 2, Austrian AF

37. S70A-42 BLACKHAWK, 6M-BI,  1Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 1, Austrian AF

38. S70A-42 BLACKHAWK, 6M-BD,  1Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 1, Austrian AF

39. 6X  S70A-42 BLACKHAWK, 1Helistaffel/Fliegerregiment 1, Austrian AF

40. TORNADO IDS 44+31, JBG31 20years scheme “Blue Lightning” ,German AF

41. PC6B TURBO PORTER,3G-EL, 4Flachenstaffel/Fliegerregiment1  PAUL

42. PC7  “VIPER” 3H-FG, Fliegerschule   20 years scheme PAUL

43. PISCHOFF AUTOPLAN PAUL
BIERSET  (B)

1. NH500M, MM81304/72-41, 208Gr/72Stormo, Italian AF

2. AB412SP ARAPAHO, 166, 720 Skvadron, R Norwegian AF

3. MIL 17, 0839, 332LtDVr/33zVL, Czech Republic AF

4. MIL 24V-2, 0812, 331LtBVr/33zVL, Czech Republic AF

5. MIL 24V-1, 0703, 331LtBVr/33zVL, Czech Republic AF

6. MIL 24V-2, 0832, 1BVL/3VLK, Slovak Republic AF

7. AB412SP, R-02, 303SQN, R Netherlands AF

8. MIL 26,  RA-06021, Congolese Republic AF/Skytech

9. EC135P-1, 8260, HFWS, German AF

10. AS365F1 DAUPHIN II, 318, 35 Flottille, French Navy

11. NH90 mock up, Eurocopter

12. AS355F-2 TWIN ECURIEL, 5156/F-ZBAD, French Customs

13. MD320N, G-14, Belgian Gendarmarie

14. EC135T-1, D-HVBJ, German Bundesgrenschutz

15. UH60A, 87-024583, 375 Aviation det., SHAPE HQ, US Army

16. TWIN SQUIRREL HCC1, ZJ140, RAF 32(TR)SQN

17. W3RL ANACONDA, 0502, SAR Flight  2ELTL/2KOP, Polish Air Force

18. MIL 17, 0844, 3DVL/3VLK, SFOR marks, Slovak Republic AF

19. MIL 17, 0826, 3DVL/3VLK, Slovak Republic AF

20. MIL14PL, 1010, 29 Eskadra MW, Polish Navy  (x2)

21. AS355UN FENNEC, 5608/ABL, 6RHC, French Army
22. AS355UN FENNEC, 5382/UV, EH02.067, French AF

23. LYNX Mk88A, 83+25, MFG 3, German Navy

24. MIL 8S, 10447, 2SHS/89SZOLNOK VSRB, Hungarian AF

25. L20A BEAVER S-9/PH-DHC) & L21B SUPER CUB  R-109/PH-GAZ) Dutch Hist Flt

FLORENNES  (F)

See attached participants list 

